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In the half-century since ICCA began 
compiling statistics on international 
association meetings, a single name 
has stood at the head of the host 

country rankings. Perhaps surprisingly, this 
same country and its cities have almost 
certainly spent less on marketing and sales 
targeted at this segment than any major 
competitor nation. 

There are three pillars that underpin 
the USA’s predominance. First, the 
sheer intellectual weight of American 
universities, research centres and teaching 
hospitals; something that has ensured 
US representation on global and regional 
association boards and committees across 
every imaginable discipline. 

Second, a uniquely multinational and 
multicultural representation in laboratories, 
operating theatres and lecture rooms, 
where talent, creativity and intellect have 
consistently trumped vested interests and 
lazy thinking. 

And third, perhaps most importantly, 
a reputation for freedom of thought, 
expression, and opportunity, a compelling call 
to the brightest and the most ambitious.

Nobody in the association or meetings 
communities, even fierce competitor 
destinations, should wish to see any erosion 
of the three pillars that support American 
success. We believed this impressive edifice 
was built on unbreakable foundations; today 
the fragility is frighteningly obvious. 

When visa policies relegate qualifications, 
skills and talent, expertise and experience 
below religious labels and place of birth, the 
wider dangers to intellectual freedom and 
rationality are clearly exposed. 

Many associations will be tempted to select 
alternative destinations where their delegates 
won’t be stigmatised or faced with barriers, or 
where public discourse is less strident, but I 
believe this thinking is counter-productive.

We should instead recognise that our 
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associations’ US members are going to need 
the best of our bridge-building abilities as 
they fight to maintain their principles and 
their worldwide relationships. The world 
needs a connected, intellectually open USA, 
and associations have a vital role to play. 

This is not the time to turn away from 
holding international meetings in America. 

(PS: Dear President Trump, please allow 
all bona fide conference delegates to attend 
their associations’ events when your country is 
playing host – this is usually a key condition 
when bidding!  You may not read AMI, but 
you will certainly hear this message loud and 
clear from every international association that 
is affected by your policies.) 

When visa policies relegate qualifications, skills and 
talent, expertise and experience below religious labels 
and place of birth, the wider dangers to intellectual 
freedom and rationality are clearly exposed 

Don’t let the 
brIDgeS be broken


